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Captain Leslie J. McCoy

Commander Naval Base

Guantanamo Bay, Cuba

Captain Leslie J. McCoy graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 1979 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Physical Science.  

He was designated a Naval Aviator in June 1981 and reported to NAS Lemoore, Calif., in October 1981, where he flew the UH-1N helicopter in addition to the fixed-wing UC-12B, providing logistics support.

 In October 1983, he transitioned to the SH-2F LAMPS MK-I helicopter at HSL-31, NAS North Island, Calif.  

Captain McCoy transferred to the “Easy Riders” of HSL-37, NAS Barbers Pt, Hawaii, serving as Detachment Officer in Charge (OIC).  He deployed onboard: USS Badger (FF 1071), USS Robert E. Peary (FF 1073), USS Harold E. Holt (FF 1074), and USS Brewton (FF 1086).

 In January 1987, Captain McCoy returned to NAS North Island as a Fleet Replacement Squadron instructor pilot with HSL-31 and was later designated the West Coast NATOPS Evaluator (SH-2F) for Commander, Naval Air Force Pacific (COMNAVAIRPAC).

Captain McCoy transferred to the HSL-33 “Sea Snakes” in August 1989 and deployed as Detachment Officer in Charge on USS Mahlon S. Tisdale (FFG 27) and USS Reid (FFG 30). 

 In 1993 he attended the Naval War College in Newport, R.I., where he earned a Master of Arts degree in National Security and Strategic Affairs.

Captain McCoy returned to NAS North Island in October 1993 as Executive Officer of the HSL-41“Seahawks.”  In May 1995, he transferred to HSL-47, as Executive Officer and served as the “Saberhawk” Commanding Officer from September 1996 through November 1997.

 In 1998, he reported to the Pre-Commissioning Unit (PCU) of the USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 7) as the ship’s “Air Boss” in Pascagoula, Miss.  He also served as the ship’s Commissioning Coordinator, planning and directing her Pensacola, Fla., commissioning in August 1998.

Captain McCoy transferred to CINCPACFLT, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, in January 2000, serving as the Deputy Director of Fleet Warfare Requirements until October 2002.  

Captain McCoy assumed command of Naval Base Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, on March 27, 2003.

He has earned the following personal awards: the Meritorious Service Medal (two awards), Air Medal (for Heroic Flight), Navy Commendation Medal (three awards) and various service and campaign medals.

